PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

THE first edition of this work was prepared on the eve of
the Author's first visit to India, in 1866. It was hoped that
its appearance would stimulate to efforts among the country,
men of the Rajah RAMMOHTJN ROY to collect such material as
might lead to the preparation of a complete Memoir of one of
the most remarkable men and distinguished Reformers whom
India, and the world, has ever produced. These hopes have been
disappointed. The time does not appear to have yet arrivep
when his life and work are fully appreciated in his own country.
His works have not been collected and published, and the
important evidence which he gave before Parliament still lies
entombed in the blue folios. Yet the seed he sowed on an appa-
rently uncongenial soil is now springing up in every part of the
country. The results he anticipated from English education
have been verified. The claims of the female sex, which he so
nobly supported, are being extensively acknowledged, and the
general progress which has been made in his country during
the forty years which have elapsed since his departure, has
been far greater than he would have dared to predict. His
name should not be forgotten, and imperfect as this small
volume is, the present edition of it is respectfully offered to his
countrymen, in the hope that it may help to keep alive the
memory of the great Reformer, and lead to the publication of
his works with a complete memoir.